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IN THE CLAIMS 




Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A method for evaluating c omparing suppliers, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

sending survey questions as question sets, including answers for user input selection, 
for receipt by supplier computer systems and for displaying by bro wsers of the suppliej: 
computer systems: 

sending programming instructions for receipt and executio n as applets b y Jiie 
browsers of t he supplier computer systems, the instructions being for causing the supplier 
computer systems to return supplier survey answers to a serve r responsive to the applets 
processing user inputs and the survey questions, wherein the answers axe defined in a certain 
format as data elements included in responding documents; 

parsing the data elements from the responding documents; and 

evaluating the data elements, 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the certain format for the responding 
documents has answers identifiable as strings of text surrounded by text markups, wherein the 
text markups include tags describing the data elements. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the questions and their corresponding 
answers are organized in categories according to subject matter. 

4. (original) The method of claim 3, wherein the categories include development 
process, quality, enterprise, platform, operating system and environment. 

5. (canceled) 
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6, (ciiixeixtly amended) The method of claim J^-5rwherein the method comprises t^^ 
steps oft 

receiving survey inputs from ffft one or more e valuators. whcj i' cin the c\^aIu atoy inputs 
define the cvaluator rcquiremonta ? wherein the evaluating of the data e lements comprises; 

comparing the data elements bv a computer application to corresponding ones of the 
evaluator requirements^ wherein the data elements provid e quantitative values and the 
evaluator inputs define evaluator requirements as quantitative val ues for the respective data 
elements, such a evaluator requirement quantitative value indicating a des ired amount for the 
corresponding data ejetnent^ and wherein the comnaring produces quantit ative correlations 
between respective evaluator requirei^ents and data elements. 



7. (currently amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the method comprises the 
steps of: 

sending survey questions for receipt by the evaluator' s computer system; 

sending programming instructions for receipt and execution by the evaluator' s 
computer system^ the instructions being for causing the evaluator' s computer system to return 
tlie evaluator survey inputs to the server, wherein the evaluator survey inputs fl s aswcrs are 
included in one or more evaluator responding documents and are defined in a certain format 
as data elements included in the one or more evalUator responding documents. 

8. (currently amended) A computer program product for comparing supplicrs^^h e 
eomnutcr program product comorisingi s tored on a taniaible. computer readable med i um, for 
evaluating supplier surveys, said computer program product having instru ctions for execution 
by a computer, which, when executed bv the computer, cause the computer to im plement a 
method, the instructions comprising: 

first instructions for sending survey questions as question sets, includ ing answers for 
user input selection, for receipt by supplier computer systems and for display ing bv browsers 
Qf the ?uppl^e]r cQ^pute^ ?Y?tem?; 
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second instructions for xeceipt and execution as a pplet^b y thcbrpwsers of the supplier 
computer systems, the execution of the second instructions causing the supplier computer 
systems to return supplier survey answers to a serve r re^onsive to the applets processing usej^ 
inputs and the survey questions, wherein the answers are defined in a certain format as data 
elements included in responding documents; 

third instructions for parsing the data elements ftom the responding documents; and 

fourth instructions for evaluating the data elements. 

9. (original) The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the certain format for 
the responding documents has answers identifiable as strings of text surrounded by text 
markups, wherein the text markups include tags describing the data elements. 

10. (original) The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the questions and 
their corresponding answers are organized in categories according to subject matter. 

1 1 . (original) The computer program product of claim 1 0, wherein the categories 
include development process, quality, enterprise, platform, operating system and environment.. 



12. (canceled) 

13. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim_L_-+2rcomprising 
fifth instructions for receiving survey inputs from one or more a et-evaluators. wherein the 
evalmito'r 4 npMta define! the cvnlufitor rGquircmenta. wherein the evaluating of the data 
elements comprises: 

comparing the data elements bv a computer application to correspo nding ones of the 
evaluator requirements, wherein the data elements provide quantitative value s and the 
evaluator inputs define evaluator requirements as quantitative values for t he respective data 
elements, such a evaluator requirement quantitative value indicating a desire d amount for the 
corresponding data element, and wherein the comparing produces quantit ative correlations 
between respective evaluator requirements and data element. 
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14. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 13, comprising: 
sixtirinstructions for sending survey questions for receipt by the evaluator's computer 

system; 

evaluator survey sending g cventh i nstructions for receipt and execution by the 
evaluator's computer system, execution of the evaluator survey sending s cvcn'BH nstructions 
by the evaluator's computer system causing the evaluator's computer system to return 
evaluator survey inputs to the server, wherein the Rv»lnatnr f^urvev inputs attswcfs^e 
included in one or more evaluator responding documents and are defined in a certain format 
as data elements included in the one or more evaluator responding documents. 

15. (currently amended) A system for comparing c valuatingLS UpplierssurveYS^ the 
system comprising: 

a processor for connecting to a network; and 

a storage device coupled to the processor, wherein the storage device has stored 
thereo ni s for storing : 

survey questions; 

first instructions operable with the processor for sending the survey questions 
as question sets, i^ncluding answers for user input selection, t o supplier computer 
system s, for displaying by brovysers of the supplier computer system s: 

second instructions operable with the processor for sending to supplier 
computer systems^ the second instructions being for execution a s applets bv the 
browsers causing the supplier computer systems to return supplier survey answers 
to the syste m responsive tp the applets processing user inputs and the survey 
questions, wherein the answers are defined in a certain format as data elements 
included in responding documents; 

third instructions operable with the processor for parsing the data elements 
from the responding documents; and . 

fourth instructions operable with the processor for evaluating the data 
elements. 
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16. (original) The system of claim 15, wherein the certain format for the responding 
documents has answers identifiable as strings of text surrounded by text markups, wherein the 
text markups include tags describing the data elements. 



1 7, (original) The system of claim 1 5, wherein the questions and their corresponding 
answers are organized in categories according to subject matter. 

18. (original) The system of claim 17, wherein the categories include development 
process, quality^ enterprise, platform, operating system and environment. 



19- (canceled) 

20. (currently amended) The system of claim_15^49rwherein the storage device is 
for storing: 

^ixftt instructions operable with the processor for receiving survey inputs from wrQM. 
or more e valuators. wherein the cvaluator inputs dejBbie the evaluator requiremenlS T wherein 
the evaluat^ag of t^^e data e^e^e^t^ cpmpri?^?- 

comparing the data elements by a computer' application to corresponding ones of the 

evaluator requirements, wherein the data elements provide quantitative values and the 
evaluator inputs dejfine evaluator requirements as quantitative values for the respective data 
glements. such a evaluator requirement quantitative value indicating a desired amount for the 
corresponding data element and wherein the comparing produces quantitative correlations 
between respective evaluator requirements and data elements. 
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21 . (cxiirently amended) The system of claim 20, wherein the storage device is for 

storing: 

seventh instructions operable with the processor for sending survey questions for 
receipt by the evaluator*s computer system; 

evaluator survey sending e tgfati»-instructions operable with the processor for sending 
programming instructions for receipt and execution by the evaluator' s computer system, the 
evaluator survey sending e tehthrinstructions being for causing the evaluator's computer 
system to return evaluator survey inputs to the server, wherein the evaluator survey inputs 
answers are included in one or more evaluator responding documents and are defined in a 
certain format as data elements included in the one or more evaluator responding documents. 



22, (new) The method of claim 6, wherein the evaluator inputs include weights for 
the respective evaluator requirements^ and the method includes: 

the computer application combining the correlations responsive to the weights. 

23, (new) The computer program product of claim 13, wherein the evaluator inputs 
include weights for the respective evaluator requirements, and the instructions include: 

instructions for the computer application combining the coirelations responsive to the 
weights. 

24, (new) The system of claim 20, wherein the evaluator inputs include weights for 
the respective evaluator requirements, and wherein the storage device is for storing: 

instructions for the computer application combining the correlations responsive to the 
weights. 
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